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ANNUAL MEETING (3
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The Organization of American Historians will hold its 2013 Annual Meeting
April 11-14 at the Hilton San Francisco Union Square. Join American history
enthusiasts from around the world for four days filled with sessions, tours,

and special events.

This year’s meeting will include more than 150 sessions on cutting-edge
American history scholarship, teaching resources, and best practices. The
program includes sessions on California history, tours of area attractions
including the New Deal Mural Project at Coit Tower and Rincon Center,
and the recently restored and renovated historic Angel Island Immigration

Station in San Francisco Bay.

Also, don’t miss the OAH Exhibit Hall that includes the newest publications
from the field’s most respected authors and publishers.

Register today to attend the 2013 OAH Annual Meeting in San Francisco
and save! Early registration ends March 31. More information online at

http://annualmeeting.oah.org

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN HISTORIANS = 112 N BRYAN AVE ® BLOOMINGTON IN 47408 = 812.855.7311 » www.oah.org
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" CALIFORNIA
® HISTORICAL
SOCIETY since 1671

A window on the past, a portal to the future for over 140 years. . .
The California Historical Society is a membership based, non-profit
organization with a mission to inspire and empower people to make
California's richly diverse past a meaninaful part of their

contemporary lives.

Access to history, especially to one’s
own history, should not be a privilege.
Join us in making California’s remarkable
history more accessible and relevant.

We welcome you to explore, at our
research library or online, one of the most
comprehensive collections revealing the
environmental, economie, social, political,
and cultural heritage of the entire stale.

Your support enables us to care for and
share these riches and foster scholarship
and learning.

The California Historical Society produces
stunning exhibitions and offers a wide
range of engaging educational programs
for all ages in its San Francisco gallery
and around our beautiful state.

Help us ensure thal these programs

continue. Join with us in keeping history
alive for the future.

Anthea M. Hartig, Ph.D.

Executive Director

Join us

S Online at:
CaliforniaHistoicalSociety.org

Phone at
415.357.1848, ext. 233

Visit at
678 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

MEMBERSHIP

$30 eMember
o Electronic membership card
o eVersions of CHS printed publications
o Free admission to CHS's San Francisco gallery for member plus
ong guest
o 10% off the Ten Lions Book Store, a partnership between Heyday
and the California Historical Saciety

$60 Advocale Anof the above benefis pius:
Available in reduced rales for students, seniors, leachers & libraries
o One year subscription to CHS printed publications
o Reciprocity with the Autry National Center in Los Angsles for
member plus one guest

$75 Plus Al of the above benefts plus:

o Passport to Histary through the Time Travelers Reciprocal program,
offering free or reduced admission to CHS member and a guest at
over 200 historical museums across the country.

o Your choice of a Heyday book from a list curated by Malcolm
Margelin and Anthea Hartig,

$125 Friend An of the above benefits plus-

o Golden Passport to Art through the North American Reciprocal
Museum program, oftering free or reduced admission and discounts
on store purchases at over 300 fine art musaums,

$250 Supporter Al of e above banetis plus:

o Recognition on the CHS website
o Invitations lo special private events & exhibition previews

$500 Contributor Al of the above benetits plus:

o Special tour of our Mission Street house of history with the
Executive Director and two guests

$1000 Silver Circle A of the above benefits plus:

o Chaice of California Historical Sociely Press book
o Special behind-the-scenes tour for ten people
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PERSIAN SYMBOLISM

ON THE BACK COVER

The celebrated western writer Joaquin Miller (circa 1839-1913) was at the center of
the Bay Area’s art and literary circles at the turn of the last century, principally at the
Hights, his self-constructed East Bay hillside bohemia (see pages 40—61).

Miller’s participation in the creation of Adelaide Hanscom’s 1905 illustrated Rubdiydt
of Omar Khayydm is acknowledged in the book’s Arts and Crafts—inspired title page.
Along with his fellow literati and friends George Sterling and George Wharton James,
Miller posed for the pictorial photographer’s lavishly constructed scenes, which
featured figures in ancient costume enacting parts of Khayyam’s verse.

Unfortunately, Hanscom’s negatives for the book, one of the first to illustrate a literary
work with fine art photographs, were destroyed in San Francisco’s 1906 earthquake
and fire.

COURTESY OF MICHAEL SHREVE; WWW.MICHAELSHREVE.COM
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SPOTLIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHER

Unidentified

LocaTioN

Hollywood, Los Angeles

The aftermath of World War I dramati-
cally altered the landscape of Los Ange-
les, and nowhere more visibly than in
the canyons of Hollywood, where devel-
opers sought to imprint their vision on
the fast-growing metropolis.

To help publicize a planned 500-acre
subdivision, in 1923 the real estate
syndicate headed by Los Angeles Times
publisher Harry Chandler erected a
large $21,000 sign composed of thir-
teen 5o-foot letters spaced eight inches
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HOLLYWOODLAND

Untitled [Photographs of Hollywoodland, Calif.,
and Los Angeles County coastline]

ca. 1924-29

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PC OO2.00I.TIF

apart and illuminated by four thousand
20-watt light bulbs. The sign and the
giant white dot below it, 35 feet in
diameter, beckoned the eye as though
punctuating the land’s intended use.

What was once the perfect advertise-
ment is today the city’s signature land-
mark, minus the last four letters, which
were removed as part of a 1949 res-
toration organized by the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce. Appropriately,
the Hollywood sign still harkens above
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the hills; Sherwin-Williams, following
donations by Dutch Boy Paints in 1995
and Bay Cal Painting in 2005, has part-
nered with the Hollywood Sign Trust
to prepare the sign in honor of its goth
birthday celebration in February 2013.

You don’t have to be in Los Angeles
to join the party; live webcam views
of the sign are available, together with
history, lesson plans, and coverage of
the sign in popular culture, at http://
www.hollywoodsign.org/.



-~

| See

Beauty in This Life:

A Photographer Looks at 100 Years of Rural California

Les Bruhn, Bodega Bay, with “Queen,” won 2nd place, 26th annual Fox Western
International Sheep Dog Trials at California Ram Sale, Sacramento, 1964.
Photographer unknown, silver gelatin print, 3 x 3 inches. California Historical
Society, California Wool Growers Association photographs (PC 014), PC 014.002.tif.

CALIFORNIA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY 1o

678 Mission Street
San Francisco, California 94105

Lisa M. Hamilton, Ashley, Riata Ranch Cowboy Girl, Tulare County, 2011,
chromogenic print, 24 x 24 inches. Courtesy of the artist.

Over the past two years, writer and photographer
Lisa M. Hamilton has been telling the stories of
rural communities in her multimedia work Real
Rural. For this exhibition she has delved into the
collections of the California Historical Society to
connect these present-day stories with the past.
Featuring close to two hundred photographs, / See
Beauty in This Life is a combination of large-scale
color prints by Hamilton and her selections from
California Historical Society’s vast photography
collections—material dating from the 1880s
through the mid-twentieth century.

This exhibition is part of Curating California, a new
program through which remarkable Californians
explore our rich collections with the goal of inspiring
a project or exhibition.

Your State
Your History
Your Historical Society
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